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Record Breaking ICP Dinner!

CFAB is a unique charity, and  
part of an international network 
of social welfare agencies. Our mission is to 
promote and protect the rights and welfare of children, 
adults and families across international borders.

www.cfab.uk.net

Thrilled to be in the presence 
of HRH Princess Alexandra, 120 
guests enjoyed a wonderful 
evening at His Excellency 
the Spanish Ambassador’s 
Residence for CFAB’s 4th 
International Child Protection 
Dinner on 11th February 2010.

Guests were warmly welcomed 
into a stunning residence by HE 
The Spanish Ambassador and his 
wife.  Coupled with their warmth 
and generosity throughout the 
evening, and their excellent staff, 
guests enjoyed superb food 
and the finest Spanish wines 
which greatly contributed to the 
success of this special evening.

Entertainment during the 
evening included a spectacular 
live and silent auction. Thanks 
to our wonderfully generous 
guests, unbelievably the 
impossible was made possible, 
and previous fundraising 
records were smashed as we 
raised an incredible £170,000! 
An amazing achievement.

CFAB was very fortunate to 
have some exclusive prizes on 
offer and special thanks go to 

all individuals and organisations 
who donated these items.    

Our Chairman, Douglas Lewis 
once again did a fantastic job as 
auctioneer for the live auction 
and huge thanks also 
go to the Broad Gallery 
for providing beautiful 
pieces of art for guests 
to bid for by Picasso, 
Dali and Miró for the 
silent auction.  

CFAB is thrilled at such 
an achievement and we 
are so very grateful to 
our Events Committee 
and everyone else who 
contributed to making 
this evening such a memorable 
occasion. 

CFAB relies entirely on its own 
fundraising efforts to continue 
its vital work with children and 
families who have  been 
seperated and  are 
often living in desperate 
circumstances.  

Please keep yourselves 
up to date with our 
forthcoming fundraising 
activities for 2010.
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QWhat were you doing before 
joining CFAB?

A Prior to joining the CFAB 
team I was working with the 

Refugee population in Africa and 
Nepal with organisations such as 
Church World Service (CWS) and 
International Organisation for 
Migration (IOM).  Just before 
joining CFAB, I was based in 
Ethiopia for 3 months with United 
Nations High Commission for 
Refugees (UNHCR).  Here I  was 
working closely with 
unaccompanied minors and 
specialising in best interest 
determination which led to  
children being  placed in a third 

country such as the USA or Canada.  
This was a fantastic experience.

Q What areas of social work are 
you particularly interested 

in?

A Due to my previous five years 
of work experience I would 

like to continue my efforts and 
learning in the field of Refugee and 
Asylum Seekers .  I am also 
particularly interested in 
combating child traffficking and 
this stemmed from my time in 
India working with street children 
in Bombay.

Q What are you working on 
currently?

A I joined CFAB’s dynamic 
team in the New Year.   

For the past few months I have 
been learning about the varied 
work and projects of the charity 
and working on a variety of 
cases involving private 
fostering, child 
trafficking, 
mediation and child 
protection alerts.  
This involved a 
number of countries 
including Spain, 
Lithuania, Bangladesh, 
India and Portugal.  

QWhat were you doing before 
joining CFAB?

A  Prior to joining CFAB I 
spent 1 year working in 

a Local Authority in Germany.  
After moving to the UK I  
worked  in a Safeguarding 

and Assessment Team before 
joining Richmond’s Children 

Looked After team in 2008. 

Q What attracted you to 
intercountry social work?

A What attracts me to 
international social work is 

the opportunity to be able to gain 
an incomparable baggage of 

experience: the ability to handle 
complex situations, the chance to 

work on projects, and especially 
the opportunity to gain an inside 
understanding of the difficulties 
certain countries are experiencing.  
Intercountry social work also 
allows me to interact with 
amazing people from all over the 
world. So when a vacancy on the 
CFAB’s website was advertised, I 
jumped at the chance to join the 
team.

Q What is your role at Children 
and Families Across Borders?

A I manage a caseload varying 
in complexity and working 

with different countries, as well as 
working on our advice line. A day 
on the advice line involves 
listening to people’s concerns and 

advising them on the CFAB policies 
and procedures. It requires an 
in-depth knowledge of the 
legislation in the UK as well as an 
understanding about international 
legislation that underpins our 
practice.  My day will involve 
completing paperwork as well as 
undertaking assessments for 
Courts and/or Social Services  
abroad. I spend much of my time 
liaising with other agencies, 
including solicitors, social services 
and other government bodies to 
ensure that they receive the 
support and information they   
need, whilst at all times 
considering the best interests of 
the child.  If I can’t help directly, 
my job is to find someone who 
can. 

Staff Profile
Prerna Dhingra

Intercountry Social Worker

Staff Profile
Stefanie Ahlemann

Intercountry Social Worker
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A new dimension of ritualised abuse 
is impacting on the already complex 
issue of child trafficking into the UK, 
making CFAB’s uniquely 
international work more pertinent 
today than ever.

This emerging aspect of child 
trafficking which is particularly 
prevalent in Africa is twofold: 
ritualised abuse makes 
children in their home 
countries more vulnerable to 
trafficking, and binds them 
into a contract of secrecy 
with their traffickers. This 
makes it extremely difficult 
to identify ongoing abuse 
and bring the perpetrators to 
justice.

Traffickers themselves are 
known to harness the violent 
potential of ritualised threats 
for their own profit, coercing 
and subjugating their victims 
through spiritual contracts of 
secrecy based on traditional 
beliefs of “juju”. A word of 
West African origin, “juju” is 
the supernatural power 
ascribed to an object or 
talisman. This practice makes it 
easier for traffickers to force their 
victims into domestic slavery or 
prostitution by threatening that 
should the child disclose any nature 
of the abuse, the supernatural 
power of the object will find them 
and harm them.  Fearful of brutal 
repercussions to themselves or their 
families should they unleash the evil 
spirits of the “juju”, and with the 
creation of “juju” objects often 
involving humiliating and 
frightening ceremonies,  the 
children are forced into concealing 

any abuse they receive and 
protecting their traffickers. Not only 
does this cause considerable 
psychological and emotional 
damage, it also conceals physical 
and sexual abuse suffered by the 
trafficked children, making these 
new dimensions of child abuse 
extremely difficult to identify and 
presenting a huge obstacle to the 
prosecution of child traffickers.

As with all trafficking cases, the next 
step, once witchcraft abuse is 
identified, is often complicated by 
family ties – claimed or real – 
between the child and their abusers. 
Identifying the child’s best interests 
on an international scale is the 
speciality of CFAB’s work, assisting 
Local Authorities and case workers 
in finding how best to support and 
help a victim of ritualised abuse and 
trafficking.

In our rapidly globalising world, this 
increasingly prevalent problem of 

ritualised abuse 
is being 
recognised as 
requiring 
sensitive handling 
and alert detection. 
In cases of private 
fostering 
and trafficking, CFAB has often 
found that there are holes in 

children’s narratives of how 
and why they arrived in the 
UK, thus the need for 
caseworkers across the 
profession to receive expert 
training in the faint 
indicators of witchcraft 
abuse is clear. CFAB is 
working to empower both 
victims of witchcraft abuse 
and the case workers 
encountering these issues, 
through expert advice and 
consultation to social 
workers, providing detailed 
analyses, and liaising with 
specialist services to give 
children the sensitive 
treatment they need to 
break their oaths of secrecy 
and bring the traffickers to 
justice.

Although awareness has risen 
amongst professionals on the plight 
of trafficked children, we know 
many more children remain hidden 
in our communities.  CFAB will work 
towards making sure more is done 
to identify and safeguard children 
like Olu, particularly in light of the 
new Private Fostering Regulations 
which fail to identify children, thus 
leaving thousands of children from 
overseas unregulated in the UK.
                      
                        Laura Dix, CFAB Intern
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In focus: Trafficking &    
   ritualised abuse

  Olu’s Story

  Olu is from West .Africa, she is now aged 16 . 
  At the age of 11 years,  Olu was sent to the UK 
  by her parents to live with her uncle and aunt.  
  When Olu was 14 years her uncle raped her. 
  Social Services became involved and they later 
  discovered that her carers were unrelated to 
  her, and were distant family friends of her 
  mother.  Olu was very reluctant to talk about 
  her situation. She was scared to say anything in 
  case she or her family were harmed. She re
  ferred to ‘witchcraft’ and it became apparent 
  that Olu had been trafficked into the UK and 
  frightened into not saying anything.  Olu is now 
  in the care of a Local Authority. CFAB is in
  volved because her mother is living over
  seas and an assessment is required before Olu 
  can be re-united with her.   Work has begun to 
  explore Olu’s safe return to her mother.




